NORTHEAST REGIONAL | STATE MARKETS PROFILE

West Virginia TRANSITION TO ORGANIC

PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM

Mountain State organic sector built on Appalachian small farmes,

heritage crops, and direct markets A FARMER'S TOOLKIT
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West Virginia ranks 45th nationally with 70 certified organic operations and 35,793 certified acres. West
Virginia's organic sector is emerging steadily, rooted in a strong Appalachian small-farm tradition and growing
direct-market culture in Charleston, Morgantown, and the DC/Pittsburgh suburban markets adjacent to the state's
eastern panhandle. The state's rugged terrain supports diverse organic vegetable, livestock, and specialty crop
operations, with growing interest in organic herbs, mushrooms, and forest-farmed products. West Virginia
University Extension and the West Virginia Food and Farm Coalition are the primary anchors of organic technical
support.
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AT A GLANCE TOP ORGANIC COMMODITIES
Certified operations 70 (45th nationally) > Vegetables & Herbs: Appalachian organic

vegetables and herbs supply WV urban markets.
Certified organic acres 35,793 . .

> Beef & Livestock: organic and grass-fed beef and

Organic sales value $22 million pork on Mountain State pastures.
Worker employment vs. +24% > Forest Products: wild-harvested ramps, ginseng, and
conventional mushrooms for premium buyers.
split operations 47% of farms » Fruits: organic orchards and berry farms in the

Eastern Panhandle and plateau.

OPPORTUNITIES & BARRIERS

OPPORTUNITIES BARRIERS

® Develop organic forest farming and wild-harvested ® Rugged terrain and small farm scale make aggregation and
specialty product supply chains leveraging West Virginia's distribution logistically challenging, limiting organic producer
exceptional hardwood forest resources and Appalachian access to wholesale and institutional buyers.
botanical tradition. ¢ Limited organic processing, cold storage, and transportation

® Expand organic beef and livestock supply chains to serve infrastructure constrains market reach for organic producers
DC and Pittsburgh suburban markets from the adjacent in rural areas of the state.
eastern panhandle and northern WV regions. ® Economic challenges and low population density in many

® Build Morgantown and Charleston organic direct-market rural WV counties limit local direct-market opportunities,
infrastructure connecting Appalachian organic producers requiring longer-distance marketing strategies.

with university town and state capital consumer markets.




Find additional resources at:
organictransition.org/region/national
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Resources for Farmers

Technical assistance, certification,
funding, and market access

West Virginia organic farmers are supported by the WV Department of Agriculture, West Virginia University
Extension, the WV Food and Farm Coalition, and the Northeast TOPP region. These partners deliver certification,
technical assistance, and market development resources across the state's Appalachian agricultural landscape.

West Virginia Department of Agriculture

STATE AGENCY PROGRAMS

® QOrganic Certification Cost Share: federal pass-through,
up to $750/yr

® WV Grown branding and marketing support for
certified organic products

® NRCS West Virginia: EQIP Organic Initiative and Organic
Transition Assistance programs

® Specialty crop and value-added agriculture grants for
organic producers

agriculture.wv.gov

WV Food and Farm Coalition
FARMER ADVOCACY & PEER LEARNING

® West Virginia's primary sustainable food and farm
advocacy and network organization

® Farmer peer learning, market development, and organic
producer support resources

® Farm-to-school, farm-to-institution, and direct-market
development programs statewide

® Beginning farmer programs and organic transition
mentorship resources in WV

wvfoodandfarm.org

DID YOU KNOW? WEST VIRGINIA

resources an underutilized organic economic asset.

KEY SOURCES

West Virginia University Extension

RESEARCH, EXTENSION & TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

® QOrganic vegetable, beef, fruit, and forest product
research and extension specialists

® WVU small farm and Appalachian organic systems
research and demonstration programs

® Soil health, cover crops, and integrated pest
management for organic transition

® 55-county extension network delivering local organic
technical assistance statewide

extension.wvu.edu

Northeast TOPP (PCO-led)
MENTORSHIP & WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

® Serves CT, MA, ME, NH, NY, RI, VT (WV producers
access Mid-Atlantic resources)

® Paid organic mentor matching for vegetable, beef, fruit,
and forest product operations

® Workshops on organic transition, Appalachian farm
management, and certification

® Market access and DC/Pittsburgh metro food hub
connections for WV organic producers

organictransition.org/region/northeast-mid-atlantic

West Virginia's Appalachian hardwood forests contain some of the most biodiverse wild plant ecosystems
in North America, including wild ramps, ginseng, and forest mushrooms that command exceptional prices
in premium culinary and natural food markets. Forest farming, the intentional cultivation of specialty crops
under a natural forest canopy, is a growing organic niche perfectly suited to West Virginia's terrain and
botanical heritage. Certified organic forest-farmed ginseng, ramps, and specialty mushrooms can command
price premiums many times higher than conventional agricultural commodities, making West Virginia's forest
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