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Rhode Island 

Ocean State builds premium organic sector on coastal farm 
culture and Providence market depth 
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Rhode Island ranks 47th nationally with 48 certified organic operations and 174 certified acres. Rhode Island's 
organic sector is small in scale but economically robust, driven by high per-farm revenues from direct-market sales 
to Providence's food-forward consumer base and proximity to the greater Boston metro area. Small coastal farms, 
organic vegetable operations, and specialty producers supply a dense concentration of farm-to-table restaurants, 
farmers markets, and natural food retailers. The Rhode Island Agricultural Cooperative and University of Rhode 
Island Extension anchor organic technical and market support statewide. 

48 
C E R T I F I E D  O P E R A T I O N S  

174 
C E R T I F I E D  A C R E S  

$19M 
O R G A N I C  S A L E S  

High 
P E R - F A R M  R E V E N U E  

S T A T E  P R O F I L E  
A T  A  G L A N C E  

Certified operations 48 (47th nationally) 

Certified organic acres 174 

Organic sales value $19 million 

Worker employment vs. 
conventional 

+33% 

Split operations 60% of farms 
 

T O P  O R G A N I C  C O M M O D I T I E S  

▸  Vegetables:  organic farms supply Providence 
farmers markets and CSA programs. 

▸  Fruits & Berries:  organic orchards and berry farms 
for direct market and agritourism. 

▸  Dairy & Eggs:  organic dairy and eggs supply regional 
natural grocery retailers. 

▸  Seafood Adjacent:  coastal organic farms supply 
premium Providence restaurants. 

O P P O R T U N I T I E S  &  B A R R I E R S  
O P P O R T U N I T I E S  
•  Develop farm-to-restaurant organic supply chains 

connecting Rhode Island organic producers with 
Providence's nationally recognized culinary scene. 

•  Expand organic agritourism and direct-market operations 
to capture maximum value from Rhode Island's coastal 
tourism economy and day-trip visitor market. 

•  Build farm-to-school and institutional organic supply 
programs to connect RI organic producers with state 
universities, hospitals, and school districts. 

B A R R I E R S  
•  Extremely limited farmland availability and among the 

highest agricultural land costs in the nation constrain organic 
farm scale and producer entry. 

•  Small farm scale makes wholesale and institutional market 
access economically challenging without effective 
aggregation and food hub infrastructure. 

•  Short growing season and cold Atlantic winters limit 
vegetable production windows, requiring high tunnel 
investment for extended organic production. 
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K E Y  T A K E A W A Y  

Rhode Island's organic farms achieve exceptional per-farm revenues by directly accessing Providence's culinary 
culture and the broader New England premium food market, demonstrating that high-value organic production 
can thrive at very small scale with the right market positioning. 
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Resources for Farmers 
Technical assistance, certification, 

funding, and market access 

 

Rhode Island organic farmers are supported by the RI Department of Environmental Management, University of 
Rhode Island Cooperative Extension, the RI Agricultural Partnership, and the Northeast TOPP region. These 
partners deliver certification, technical assistance, and market development resources for the state's compact but 
economically productive organic sector. 

RI Department of Environmental Management 
S T A T E  A G E N C Y  P R O G R A M S  
•  Organic Certification Cost Share: federal pass-through, 

up to $750/yr 
•  RI Division of Agriculture branding and marketing 

support for organic products 
•  NRCS Rhode Island: EQIP Organic Initiative and Organic 

Transition Assistance programs 
•  Farm viability and value-added processing grants for 

Rhode Island organic producers 
dem.ri.gov/agriculture 

 URI Cooperative Extension 
R E S E A R C H ,  E X T E N S I O N  &  T E C H N I C A L  A S S I S T A N C E  
•  Organic vegetable, fruit, dairy, and coastal farm 

research and extension specialists 
•  URI Outreach Center organic systems research and 

producer education programs 
•  Soil health, season extension, and integrated pest 

management for organic producers 
•  Statewide extension outreach serving all Rhode Island 

agricultural communities 
web.uri.edu/coopext 

 

RI Agricultural Partnership 
F A R M E R  A D V O C A C Y  &  P E E R  L E A R N I N G  
•  Rhode Island's primary farm advocacy and sustainable 

agriculture network 
•  Farmers market coordination and direct-market 

producer support statewide 
•  Farm-to-restaurant and farm-to-institution connection 

services in Providence 
•  Organic producer peer learning, mentorship, and 

market development resources 
riagpartnership.com 

 Northeast TOPP (PCO-led) 
M E N T O R S H I P  &  W O R K F O R C E  D E V E L O P M E N T  
•  Serves CT, MA, ME, NH, NY, RI, VT 
•  Paid organic mentor matching for vegetable, fruit, 

dairy, and specialty operations 
•  Workshops on organic transition, New England season 

extension, and certification 
•  Market access and Providence food hub connections for 

Rhode Island organic producers 
organictransition.org/region/northeast-mid-atlantic 

 

D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?     R H O D E  I S L A N D  
Providence, Rhode Island is consistently ranked among the top U.S. cities for farm-to-table dining culture, 
with one of the highest concentrations of chef-driven restaurants per capita in the country. This culinary 
reputation creates extraordinary organic market demand within a very small geographic area, enabling Rhode 
Island's organic farms to supply premium restaurant buyers at volumes and price points that generate high 
per-farm revenues despite small acreage. URI Extension's farm business programs and Northeast TOPP's 
mentor network help Rhode Island organic producers develop the direct-to-chef and food hub relationships 
that maximize revenue from this unique local market. 
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Find additional resources at: 
organictransition.org/region/national 


